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PRAYER. 


There is a large amount of spurious 
coin in circulation throughout the 
world, and a great many acts resulting 
from ostentatious vanity and pride 
which pass under the sacred name of 
benevolence; so there are a vast 
number of words and sentences which 
are dignified with the hallowed title of 
prayer, and pass current among men 
as such, but which, in reality, have no 
more claim to the true character im- 
plied by that word than counterfeit coin 
has to the name of money. Few, in- 
deed, appear to have any correct under- 
standing or appreciation of the nature 
and power of prayer, and even those 
who do are so subject to the influence 
of example and the tendency to imita- 
ion, which so powerfully affect the 
majority of the human family, that, 
unless they maintain a continual watch 
upon themselyes and check this dispo- 
‘ition in its incipient stages, they are 
very liable to fall into the same dead 
ormality, monotonous routine of ex- 
and “ vain repetitions” which 
are so many of those impious 
esses to the Divine Majesty of 

nis which are daily proceeding from 
en of millions of earth’s vain 
ae We would be shocked at the 
Yerence and thoughtlessness which 

characteristic of many of the peti- 


tions offered to the Ruler of the universe, 
did we not know that 
“ Words without thoughts to heaven never go,” 

that they rise no higher than the low 
ideas which prompted them, and that 
they never reach the ear of the Lord to 
insult him by their vanity and sense- 
lessness. The Pharisaical and hypo- 
critical repetitions against which the 
Savior warned his disciples, the bead- 
numbered Ave Marias of the Roman > 
Catholic devotee, or the often reiterated 
and meaninglessly uttered “ Lord have 
mercy upon us miserable sinners” of the 
Church of England, are no worse nor 
more ridiculous than the language used 
in addressing the Lord by too many of 
those who, from their experience in and 
acquaintance with the Gospel, ought to 
know better. If an individual should 
be permitted to enjoy the unusual 
kart: and honor of being presented 
to the Queen, that he might ask some 
favor, and should presume to address 
her as too many do the Almighty, he 
would at once be ejected from the 
presence. Imagine such @ one using 
such language as this:—‘' I thank thee, 
O Queen, that I am permitted to stand 
before thee, O Queen, at this :time, 
Queen; and I ask thee, O Queen, to hear 
me at this time, O Queen, and let th 
favor and blessing rest upon me, — 
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Queen. And I eo, ask thee, 
O Queen, to grant to Lord Palmerston 
your especial favor and confidence, and 
remember, O Queen, all the members of 
the Cabinet, O Queen; and also re- 
member, O Queen, the Governor- 
General of Canada, O Queen, and the 
Governor-General of India, and see 
that they do right; and I pray thee, O 
Queen, to watch every member of Par- 
liament, and to look after every judge 
and magistrate, mayor and policeman 
throughout the realm, O Queen; and to 
send men to seek out all the poor and 
suffering among thy subjects, O Queen.” 
We can readily conceive that about this 
time her Majesty, having become wearied 
and disgusted with such nonsense, would 
turn to her attendants and say,—‘ I 
thought this man had some request to 
make of me for himself; but, as the 
presence of royalty appeurs to have de- 
prived him of his senses, if he ever had 
any, be kind enough to remove him to 
the open air or a lunatic asylum, or 
some place where he can be properly 
taken care of till he recovers.” This 
will doubtless seem absurd, yet it is not 
a highly colored picture; and we have 
often shuddered as we have been com- 
= to listen, in silence and pain, to 
anguage almost precisely similar, sav- 
ing the alteration in the names of the 
being addressed and those prayed for, 
and which has been erroneously de- 
nominated prayer. Others, again, judg- 
ing from the way in which they approach 
the Lord, seem to think that he can be 
flattered and cajoled into the bestowal 
_ of blessings, and they will commence 
their prayer—if it is not an abuse of 
the word to call it so—by telling him 
how great and wise and powerful he is, 
how benevolent and merciful is his 
character, how glorious his perfections 
and attributes, and so forth, just as if 
he did nut know all this much better 
and realize it more fully than we can. 
Then, after the opening eulogy, the 
proceed to give the Lord a history of 
they can think of, that he has done 
upon the earth, and, while they pro- 
fessedly bewail their own ignorance and 
folly, for fear he should think them too 
ignorant, and just to let him see the 
do know something, they go on to te 
him about all that he has said he will 
do for the earth and its inhabitants, a 


PRAYER. 


great deal that he has not promised to 


do, and more that he has not thought of 


doing and probably never will do: then 
comes such a lengthy appeal for all the 
Authorities and Priesthood that one 
would think, to hear them, that th 
felt as though it devolved upon them to 
see that the Lord managed the affairs 
of his kingdom upon the earth properly, 
and that it was necessary every time 
they prayed to remind him that he had 
servants abroad in the world who needed 
his attention and blessing. After pray- 
ing for the Priesthood generally and 
everywhere, from “the Prophet Brig. 
ham down to the least officer in the 
kingdom” and for everybody else both 
far and near whom they can think of, 
they will commence again to pray for the 
Priesthood, particularizing its various 
quorums—the First Presidency, Bishops, 
Presidents of Stakes, Presidents of Mis- 
sions, Conferences, Branches, Travelling 
Elders and every other officer in the 
kingdom of God, both at home and 
abroad, and may, perhaps, finally re- 
member the one who most needed their 
prayeré—themselves. But, in their 
disinterested benevolence, they have 
bestowed so much of their time upon 
others, that they have scarcely any time 
to devote to that which should be the 
first object of every human being’s 
rayers—his own mental and m 

Now, we do not wish to be under 
stood as condemning, nor even dis- 
couraging the practice of praying for 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of 
God’s servants, the advancement of his 
kingdom, the progress and happiness of 
his Saints and the salvation of the 
honest in heart: every one of these, 
and a great many more, are legitimate 
subjects for the faith and prayers of the 
Saints. We are commanded, as were 
the ancient Christians, to “ pray for 
that are in authority,” and the soul 0 
the true child of God expands with 4 
love as broad as eternity itself, and, 
that manifested by our Father and by 
our elder brother Jesus, embraces in 
arms every son and daughter of ae 
and would fain not merely pray for, en 
save, every soul of the great hum - 
family; but what we wish to warn all 
brethren and sisters against, 18 the 
ing into that pernicious and || 
destroying habit that constrains + the 
whether in public or in private, ® 
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‘ne or the close of a meeting, 
pe the family altar or at the bed- 
side of the afflicted, to go through the 
same formal routine of expressions. 
Such a course is destructive of all true 
faith, and cannot be pleasing to our 
heavenly Father. Prayer, to be of any 
avail either for ourselves or others, 
must have every energy of the soul 
thrown into it; the mind must be fixed 
on God and on the subject of our peti- 
tion of him, and, in our present weak, 
ignorant and degraded condition, it cer- 
tainly is impossible for us to concentrate 
our minds upon so many different sub- 
jects, at all times, with that degree of 
faith necessary to constitute ‘“ the 
effectual, fervent prayer” which we are 
told “availeth mush.” There are times 
when there are particular blessings 
which we desire, either for ourselves or 
for others, and for which the Spirit of 
the Lord prompts us to pray, and at 
such times we should endeavor, as much 
as possible, to confine ourselves to the 
one object of our petitions, for if we 
do not, and allow our minds to wander 
upon a variety of subjects, although 
they may be legitimate and essential 
topics of prayer at other seasons, we 
doubt not the experience of many of 
the brethren and sisters who read this 
vill _ taught them that we shall 
assure leve and quench the Spirit 
of the Lord. 

The great secret of prayer is sim- 
plicity. We need to learn and remem- 
ber that we are “not heard for our 
much speaking ;” to come before the 
lord as a child to a parent, to ask 
imply and sincerely for those things we 
need and desire, and the fewer the 
— in which they are asked the 
etter, so that they are appropriate, 
‘omprehensive and Many 
tpproach the Lord with much of the 
sp feeling with which so many rise 
he in public—viz., that they must 
wil 2 4 certain length of time, or the 

eel dissatisfied and condemned. 
fines cases this feeling will at once 
the iy the true spirit in which either 

d be done. In approaching the 

we should reflect before- 

it 18 we want, endeavor to 
realize the solemn nature of the act we 


oe to engage in and the glorious 


exalted nature, character and 
of ithe Being whom we are 
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about to address, and then to offer our 
petitions as we feel led by the Spirit to 
do, no matter whether it occupies us 
five, ten, or fifty minutes, or whether we 


consume but one. The most powerful 
and effectual prayers of which we have 
any record in the sacred volumes which 
have been handed down to us from 
former generations, were brief and 
ointed, though comprehensive. The 
Instances are too numerous to quote, 
but they are scattered throughout the 
Bible, from the petition of Abraham 
regarding Sodom and Gomorrah, down 
through a long series of God’s servants 
and prophets, to the example set us b 
Jesus himself, and to the answer whi 
he reccived when he said,—‘ Father, 
glorify thy name;” and we are assured 
that the poor Publican who was so over- 
whelmed with the consciousness of his 
own sinfulness and unworthiness that 
he cou.d only say,—** God be merciful 
to me a sinner,” was more acceptable 
and justified in the sight of God than 
the proud and eduvated Pharisee who 
could and did make a long and eloquent 
prayer. Had Peter been so long getting 
to the object of his petition when he 
was sinking in the water, as many of 
us are at the present day, he would 
have been drowned long before any one 
could have known what was the matter. 
There are seasons when the spirit of 
rayer is poured out upon us and wé 
eel a. yearning desire to unbosom ours 
selves to, and pour out our soul before, 
our heavenly Father in child-like sim« 
licity and fulness, as Jesus did when 
he continued in prayer all night unte 
his Father ; but, hke him, at such times 
we love to be alone, where no eye buat 
God’s can behold us, no ear but his bear 
us, and where we can hold sweet and 
uninterrupted communion with him 
through his Holy Spirit, uotil faith will 
break through the vail of darkness that 
hides him from our view, and we can 
converse with him almost face to faces 
But at such hallowed moments 
are no “ vain repetitions,” our souls af 
filled with such unspeakable yearnings, 
such absorbing desires for so m 
blessings, that the only difficulty we 
experience is in finding time to express, 
in the briefest manner possible, 


 breathings and of our epirites 


Like the ancient whee 


ing to Jesus on the occasion 
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his visits to them, we do “ not multiply 
words,” for as to them, so it is given to 
us “ what we shall say.” 

Space will not permit us to say all 
we could wish on this subject; but we 
would affectionately impress upon the 
minds of our brethren and sisters the 
necessity of reflecting upon and cor- 
recfly understanding the nature of this 
duty and privilege, before engaging in or 
availing ourselves of it; of endeavoring 
to realize the high and exalted position 
occupied by the Being we are about to 
address, his glorious attributes and per- 
fections, also our relationship to him ; 


ARE THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS DELUDED ? 


and to approach before him in that wa 
which will be acceptable to him, and 
with that child-like simplicity and faith 
which will enable us to realize our de. 
pendence upon him, at the same time 
that it will enable us to lay hold of his 
promises and plead them until we 
realize their fulfilment in our own case, 
If there is any one petition recorded in 
the Bible which is more applicable to 
us as Latter-day Saints, and which 
most of us have need to use more than 
another, it is,—‘‘ Lord teach us how to 


pray.” 


ARE THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS DELUDED? 
BY ELDER HENRY ©. FOWLER. 


Since the introduction of the Gospel 
by the a Joseph Smith, whom the 
Lord raised up to prepare the way for 
the second Advent of the Messiah, the 
cry of false prophet and delusion has 

ne forth to the world—the pulpit and 
the press have sent it forth and the 
learned and the wise have taken it up, 
and when the prinviples of truth, as 
taught by the Elders of Israel in these 
last days, are spoken about, they shake 
their wise heads and tell us that Joseph 


Smith was an impostor, that Brigham 


Young and his associates are leading 
the people astray; in fact, they look 
upon them as deluders, and we, who 
listen to and obey the doctrines they 
teach, as their dupes. | 

It is not my intention to notice the 
vile slanders and evil reports that have 
gone forth to the world concerning this 
people, but briefly to glance at some of 
the doctrines and delusions taught by 
these so-called bad men. 

They teach us to believe that God is 
an unchangeable Being, and that he is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him ; they teach us to believe in Jesus 
Ohbrist, the Mediator and Redeemer, and 
that obedience to the Gospel will bring 
the same blessings in these days, give 
us the same assurance of our acceptance 
with God, as the followers of Jesus 
enjoyed in ancient times. We not only 

lieve this, but are made the happy 
partakers of the blessings, by obedience 
to the Gospel as taught by the Prophet 


Joseph: if this is delusion, then the 
Latter-day Saints are deluded. Jesus 
says, —‘‘ Whosoever doeth the will of my 
Father shall know of the doctrine, 
whether I speak of myself or of him 
that sent me.” The Elders of this 
Church, who are sent forth to the world, 
teach the same doctrines. If, then, to 
get a knowledge that your worship is 
accepted of God, that you have en- 
braced that form of doctrine which he 
owns ; if to have the testimony of Jesus 
and the witness of the Spirit within 
you that God owns you as his child, 
that your sins are forgiven, and to be 
in possession of the Holy Ghost to lead 
and guide into all saving truth, be 4 
delusion, then we are deluded, and we 
feel grateful to God for it. The faith 
we have received teaches us to lay hold 
upon the promises of God; to have the 
sick healed, the deaf made to hear, the 
eyes of the blind opened and the lame 
to walk; to have the vision of ou 
minds opened so that we can ge? 
stand, in a measure, the designs 40 
purposes of God as they are rought 
about on the earth. It teaches us 
eschew evil, to practice principles ° 
urity and holiness, to “add to ou 
aith virtue, to virtue knowledgs 
knowledge temperance, to 
godliness, to godliness brotherly kind 
ness and charity,” which charity ¥ 
love; and this love is made manifest © 
the lives of the Elders of Israel w* 


leave their homes and all that is n¢s 
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and dear to man, to wander thousands 
of miles inte strange lands, among 
strange people, without purse or scrip; 
+) endure the scoffs and frowns of a 
wicked world, that they may carry the 
glad news of the Gospel of Jesus, which 
has been revealed from heaven in these 
last days, to poor fallen man. Many, very 
many of them, have laid down their lives 
in defence of the truth, thereby wit- 
nessing unto the world the love of God 
and man they have received through 
obedience to these principles which the 
world call a delusion, but which we 
know to be the truth from heaven. 
Even if the Lord has not spoken and 
revealed his Gospel, (which we do not 
admit for one moment,) the Latter-day 
Saints are as well off as the rest of the 
religious world, tor there is not a prin 
ciple of truth they have but we believe 
in and practice in our lives. 

Because we believe in Apostles and 
Prophets we are called fanatics. If we 
look at the state and condition of the 
religious world, the schism and strife 
that are amongst them, how sects and 
parties are multiplying, each one pro- 
leasing to be in the right way and find- 
Ing fault with the others, and then 
reflect on what Jesus says,—“ If ye are 
hotone ye are not mine,’’ do we not 
see the necessity of a Prophet to give 
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the word of the Lord as in ancient 


times—‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, this 


the way, walk ye in it,” that those who 
seek to do right “may be no more 
tossed about by every wind of doctrine 
and bythe cunning craftiness of men” 
who teach for hire and divine for 
money. We testify that our religion is 
not a delusion, that Joseph was and is 
a Prophet called and ordained of God to 
establish his kingdom on the earth never 
more to be thrown down and to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus to the children of men. 
We, therefore, call upon all men, every- 
where, to repent, to believe in God and 
in his son Jesus, to forsake the error of 
their ways and the false traditions of 
their fathers, and be baptized by one 
having authority from God to administer 
the holy ordinances of his house, and 
have hands laid upon them according to 
the pattern established by Jesus and 
his apostles in ancient days, and they 
shall receive the Holy Ghost and a 
knowledge of their acceptance with 
God. O:! that men were more ready te 
receive the truth and practice it, that 
they might escape the judgments which 
are coming upon the earth, that they 
might help to build up Zion, that the 
will of God might be done on earth-as 
it is done in heaven. | 


“BREVITY, THE SOUL OF WIT.” 


There are many men who judge of 
the merit of their sermons and their 
prayers, as a Chinaman values his 


queue, by their length; or as an Indian 


does of money, by its amount, and not 
y the intrinsic value of the coins. If 
ey have preached an hour and a-half 
or two hours, “O, they felt so good 
m had such a flow of the spirit.” 
Owever they felt, the probability is, 
er hearers would have “ felt’? much 
if they had not “ preached” half 
: ong. On extraordinary occasions 
rye: be operated upon by the Spirit 
¢Lord to speak for two or three 
pe but we have few, if any, examples 
such sermons from Jesus and his 
wea and, as a general thing, all 
“ws -a been said in two hours might 
n said to much better purpose 


in half or three-quarters of an hour, or, 
if not, the people have certainly been 
surfeited and cannot digest all that they 
have received. The only instance on 
record in the New Testament of a long 
sermon, that recurs to memory at pre- 
sent, is that of Paul preaching at Troas 
until midnight, and then a young man 
fell down and broke his neck as a con- 
sequence of it. People cannot sit down 
to a sumptuous feast and continue to eat 
with zest and heartiness for two hours. 
The appetite becomes cloyed and the 
stomach refuses the choicest viands. 
They may sit and nibble at nuts or 
raisins or some choice dessert, but even 
these soon become insipid. Now, 

minds and bodies of men are somew 

similar in this respect, and the former 
will not bear surfeiting and cramaging 
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his visits to them, we do “ not multiply 
words,” for as to them, so it is given to 
us “ what we shall say.” 

Space will not permit us to say all 
we could wish on this subject; but we 
would affectionately impress upon the 
minds of our brethren and sisters the 
necessity of reflecting upon and cor- 
rectly understanding the nature of this 
duty and privilege, before engaging in or 
availing ourselves of it; of endeavoring 
to realize the high and exalted -position 
occupied by the Being we are about to 
address, his glorious attributes and per- 
fections, also our relationship to him ; 
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and to approach before him in that way 
which will be acceptable to him, and 
with that child-like simplicity and faith 
which will enable us to realize our de- 
pendence upon him, at the same time 
that it will enable us to lay hold of his 
promises and plead them until we 
realize their fulfilment in our own case, 
If there is any one petition recorded in 
the Bible which is more applicable to 
us as Latter-day Saints, and which 
most of us have need to use more than 
another, it is,_—‘‘ Lord teach us how to 


pray.” 
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BY ELDER HENRY C. FOWLER. 


Since the introduction of the Gospel 
by the a Joseph Smith, whom the 
Lord raised up to prepare the way for 
the second Advent of the Messiah, the 
cry of false prophet and delusion has 
wy forth to the world—the pulpit and 

e press have sent it forth and the 
learned and the wise have taken it up, 
and when the prinviples of truth, as 
taught by the Elders of Israel in these 
last days, are spoken about, they shake 
_ their wise heads and tell us that Joseph 
Smith was an impostor, that Brigham 
Young and his associates are leadin 
the people astray; in fact, they loo 
upon them as deluders, and we, who 
listen to and obey the doctrines they 
teach, as their dupes. 

It is not my intention to notice the 
vile slanders and evil reports that have 
gone forth to the world concerning this 
people, but briefly to glance at some of 
the doctrines and delusions taught by 
these so-called bad men. 

They teach us to believe that God is 
an unchangeable Being, and that he is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek 
him ; they teach us to believe in Jesus 
Christ, the Mediator and Redeemer, and 
that obedience to the Gospel will bring 
the same blessings in these days, give 
us the same assurance of our acceptance 
with God, as the followers of Jesus 
enjoyed in ancient times. We not only 

leve this, but are made the happy 
partekers of the blessings, by obedience 
to the Gospel as taught by the Prophet 


Joseph: if this is delusion, then the 
Latter-day Saints are deluded. Jesus 
says, —‘‘ Whosoever doeth the will of my 
Father shall know of the duvectrine, 
whether I speak of myself or of him 
that sent me.” The Elders of this 
Church, who are sent forth to the world, 
teach the same doctrines. If, then, to 
get a knowledge that your worship is 
accepted of God, that you have en- 
braced that form of doctrine which he 
owns ; if to have the testimony of Jesus 
and the witness of the Spirit within 
you that God owns you as his child, 
that your sins are forgiven, and to be 
in possession of the Holy Ghost to lead 
and guide into all saving truth, be 4 
delusion, then we are deluded, and we 
feel grateful to God for it. The faith 
we have received teaches us to lay hold 
upon the promises of God; to have the 
sick healed, the deaf made to hear, the 
eyes of the blind opened and the lame 
to walk; to have the vision of ou 
minds opened so that we can under- 
stand, in a measure, the designs and 
purposes of God as they are brought 
}about on the earth. It teaches us" 


urity and holiness, to “add to ow 
aith virtue, to virtue knowledgs 
knowledge temperance, to temperance 
godliness, to godliness brotherly kind- 
ness and charity,” which charity ¥ 
love; and this love is made manifest 0 
the lives of the Elders of Israel wh? 
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and dear to man, to wander thousands 
of miles inte strange lands, among 
e people, without purse or scrip; 
to endure the scoffs and frowns of a 
wicked world, that they may carry the 
lad news of the Gospel of Jesus, which 
as been revealed from heaven in these 
last days, to poor fallen man. Many, very 
many of them, have laid down their lives 
in defence of the truth, thereby wit- 
nessing unto the world the love of God 
and man they have received through 
obedience to chee principles which the 
world call a delusion, bat which we 
know to be the truth from heaven. 
Even if the Lord has not spoken and 
revealed his Gospel, (which we do not 
admit for one moment,) the Latter-day 
Saints are as well off as the rest of the 
religious world, tor there is not a prin= 
ciple of truth they have but we believe 
in and practice in our lives. 

Because we believe in Apostles and 
Prophets we are called fanatics. If we 
look at the state and condition of the 
religious world, the schism and strife 
that are amongst them, how sects and 
parties are multiplying, each one pro- 
leasing to be in the right way and find- 
Ing fault with the others, and then 
reflect on what Jesus says,—‘‘ If ye are 
not one ye are not mine,” do we not 
see the necessity of a Prophet to give 
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the word of the Lord as in ancient 
times—‘‘ Thus saith the Lord, this 
the way, walk ye in it,” that those who 
seek to do right “may be no more 
tossed about by every wind of doctrine 
and by the cunning craftiness of men” 
who teach for hire and divine for 
money. We testify that our religion is 
not a delusion, that Joseph was: and is 
a Prophet called and ordained of God to 
establish his kingdom on the earth never 
more to be thrown down and to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus to the children of men. 

We, therefore, call upon all men, every- — 
where, to repent, to believe in God and 
in his son Jesus, to forsake the error of 
their ways and the false traditions of 
their fathers, and be baptized by one 
having authority from God to administer 
the holy ordinances of his house, and 
have hands laid upon them according to 
the pattern established by Jesus and 
his apostles in ancient days, and they 
shall receive the Holy Ghost and a 
knowledge of their acceptance with 
God. O! that men were more ready te 
receive the truth and practice it, that 
they might escape the judgments which 
are coming upon the earth, that they 
might help to build up Zion, that the 
will of God might be done on earth-as 
it is done in heaven. | 


“BREVITY, THE SOUL OF. WIT.” 


There are many men who judge of 
the merit of their sermons and their 
prayers, as a Chinaman values his 
an by their length; or as an Indian 
oes of money, by its amount, and not 
by the intrinsic value of the coins. If 
ey have preached an hour and a-half 
ot two hours, “O, they felt so good 
“. had such a flow of the spirit.” 
Owever they felt, the probability is, 
se hearers would have “ felt”? much 

rs if they had not ‘ preached” half 
ong. On extraordinary occasions 
yes be operated upon by the Spirit 
ss dem to speak for two or three 
f Ts, Dut we have few, if any, examples 
sermons from Jesus and his 
png and, as a general thing, all 

as been said in two hours might 


lure been said to much better purpose | 


in half or three-quarters of an hour, or, 
if not, the people have certainly been 
surfeited and cannot digest all that they 
have received. The only instance on 
record in the New Testament of a long 
sermon, that recurs to memory at pre- 
sent, is that of Paul preaching at Troas 
until midnight, and then a young man 
fell down and broke his neck as a con-. 
sequence of it. People cannot sit down 
to a sumptuous feast and continue to eat 
with zest and heartiness for two hours. 
The appetite becomes cloyed and the 
stomach refuses the choicest viands. 
They may sit and nibble at nuts or 
raisins or some choice dessert, but even — 
these soon become insipid. Now, the 

similar in this respect, an orgser 
will not bear surfeiting and cramefing 


i 
f 


16 
without nauseating and vomiting any 
more than the latter. 
‘One single principle, briefly yet tho- 
roughly explained, illustrated and en- 
forced, and applied to the practical 
duties of every-day life, will do more 
than a long haranzue about balf-a- 
zen different subjects, the first half of 
which is forgotten before the last half 
is delivered. The art of memory must 
be better cultivated than it is before 
ple can remember, let alone practice, 
all that they hear at once. 

The Spartan style of oratory was a 
good one, though perhaps carried to an 
extreme. Napoleon the First made it 
the standard for himself, his attendants 


i 


and his legislatures ; and we might, 
to ourselves and cer. 
tainly with no damage to our hearers, 
try to cultivate the same qualities 
viz., conciseness, comprehensiveness and 
brevity. Let people go away hungry 
and they will come again; if you sar. 
feit them they will not. @ same 
amount of electricity that, concentrated, 
shivers the sturdy oak or shatters the 
pile of masonry, if as widely diffused 
as' the point in some of our sermons 
would not hurt a child. 

Do not be offended, but give us short 
sermons, short prayers and _ short 
articles. 

Strivs. 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
(Continued from page 152.) 


Samuel 
with the ks, and gave the following 
account of his third mission to Livonia :— 

‘When I arrived at Mr. Greene’s, Mrs. 
Greene informed me that her husband 
was absent from home, that there was no 
prospect of selling my books, and even 
the one which I Sed left with them she 
expected I would have to take away, as 
Mr. Greene had no disposition to purchase 
it, although she had read it herself and 
was much pleased with it. 

I then talked with her a short time, 
and, binding my knapsack upon my 
shoulders, rose to depart ; but, as I bade 
her farewell, it was impressed upon my 
mind to leave the book withher. I made 
her a present of it, and told her that the 
Spirit forbade my taking it away. She 
_ burst into tears, and requested me to pray 
with her. I did so, and afterwards ex- 
plained to her the most profitable manner 
of reading the book which I had left with 
her, which was, to ask God, when she 
read it, for a testimony of the truth of 
What she had read, and she would receive 
the Spirit of God which would enable her 
to discern the thin 
left her and returned ; 

. Im December, 183%, Samuel was sent 

to preach in Kirtland, Ohio, and the sur- 
rounding country. About that time 
Joseph, the Prophet, went to Kirtland to 
preside, accompanied by Hyrum and many 
of the Saints, and soon after Joseph Smith, 
sen.’s family, and the Saints who were 
located in Waterloo, also moved to Kirt- 


" In June, 1831, he was called by revela- 


rformed several short missions ' 


of God. I then 


| Orson Hyde and Samuel 
called to go on a mission 


tion to go to Missouri on a mission, in 
company with Reynolds Cahoon, They 
immediately started, and while on ther 
way ealled upon William E. MeLellin, 
and preached the Gospel to him and 
large assembly in a room which he pro- 
cured. William being troubled about the 
things he heard, closed up his business 
and proceeded after the brethren to Mis 
souri, where he was baptized before they 
arrived. 

On their route to Missouri they preached 
the Gospel, travelling without purse or 
serip, and enduring mach for the want of 
food and rest. 

When they started for Missouri, about 
fifty brethren. set out for the same place, 
and when they all arrived, they met on 
the spot for the Temple, in Jackson 
and dedicated the ground unto 


Brothers Smith and Cahoon a 
several days in Jackson county, atten! : 
several Conferences, and were with Josep 
when he received several revelations 
While in Missouri they were required to 
remain ther on their return mission 
until they reached home, which was ™ 

tember following. 
n after their arrival in Kirtland 
they took a mission into the southern 
townships and counties of Ohio. | 
Cahoon returned after lab about six 
weeks, but Samuel continued pr the 

through the winter, strengthening 
Churches arid comforting 332 
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country; accordingly they started in 
March, ‘and travelled and preached the 
Gospel through the States of Ohio, New 
York, Pennsy!vania, Connecticut, Rhode 
island, Massachussetts and Maine. -They 
baptized several in Spafford, N.'Y., in 
Boston and Lyne, Mass., in Providence, 
and in Saco, Maine, preaching much 
from house to house, as well as in publi¢ 
congregations, and returning to Kirtland 
Ressler or December, 

During the year 1833, Samuel preached. 
among the Churches as he had opportu- 
nity, and spent a _ portion of his time 
laboring with his hands. 

On the 17th of February, 1834, he was 
ordained and set apart as one of the High 
Council in Kirtland, in which office he 
officiated until he went to Missouri in 


1838. 

August 13th, 1834, he married Mary 
Bailey, who was born in Bedford, Hills- | 
— county, New Hampshire, Dec. 


, 1808. 

Sept. 16th, 1835, he was appointed, in 
company with David Whitmer, as a com- 
mittee and general agent to act in the 
name of, and for the Literary firm. 1n 
the winter of 1835-6 he chopped cord- 
wood for Lorenzo D, Young. 

In 1838 he travelled, in company with 
his brother Joseph, from Kirtland to 
Missouri. He passed through the mob- 
bing of that year in Far West and Adam- 
ondi-ahman in Missouri, and his family 
suffered nigh unto death from exposure, | 
as they were driven about by the mob. 

He was in the Crooked River battle ; 
and immediately after, by the counsel of 
President os Young, with brothers 
C. C. Rich, B. L. Clapp, L..D. Young 


1n 


and about twenty rs, they fled for 
Illinois by the wildprness, through the 
north of Missowri and the southern 
part of lowa, 


Messengers overtook them and informed 
them that General Clark had sent a com- 
pany of fifty well-armed men to follow 
orders not to return 
ey rought baok 
either dead or 


this word came a halt was called, 
and Samuel asked what they should do 
in oo the enemy overtook them, After 
4 lew moments’ consultation, the whole 
Ha. covenanted with uplifted hands 
faven, that if they were overtaken 
fi till they died, and nota 
‘live. into the hands of the 

hey then travelled on ten miles and 
on the edge of owes 
fevtian side of a four-mile prairie, and 


learned that their enemies | 


prairie, and would have overtaken them 
next day had not the Lord sent:a h 

snow-storm during the ‘night; and when 
the brethren arose in the morning, Phin- 
eas‘H. Young remarked that ‘that dnow- 
storm was their salvation. The: air-was 


so full of snow that they: could hardly 


find their horses to saddle them, but: they 
soon mounted their horses ‘and contin 


their journey as fast as they could. . The : 


storm was from the north and in their 


faces ; it filled their tracks in a few mo- — 


ments, so that Clark’s men could not 
follow. 


It was 
men, on their return, informed the Gene- 


ral that they could not overtake the 


‘damned Mormons’ for they were stopped 
by a ‘damned snow-storm. 

After they had got some distance on 
their journey, the company divided into 
three parts, the three brethren named 
fell in company with Samuel; their pro- 
visions gave out, and, after acing 
several days without food, except eat- 
ing linden-buds and 
they camped upon a stream 
the company, numbering eight, held @ 
council and appointed Samuel president, 
that they might receive the word of the. 
Lord in relation to the situation of Joseph 
the Prophet and those who were with 
him, also in relation to their families, 


and what they were to do to obtain food. ~ 


They all knelt down in a circle, and each 
one prayed, then the Spirit of the’ Lord 
came upon Samuel, and, belt g filled with 
the Holy Ghost, he arose and. said :-— 


‘Thus saith the Lord—My servant — 


Joseph is not injured, nor any: of his 
brethren that are with him, but they will 
all be delivered out of the hands of their 
enemies. Your families are all. well, but 
anxious about you. Let your hearts be 


comforted, for I, the Lord, will provide 


food for you on the morrow.” ~~ 


They went to bed with glad hearts, and 
arose in the morning and. prayed again, 


and went out ‘two by two.to hunt for 
p saw several Squir- 


food. Brother 
rels and shot at them, but ceuld not hit 
them. They were only to stay one hour, 
At the end of the Hime they all returned 
except C. C. Ri Samuel. 


Feeling very faint, one of the brethren 


pro killing a horse. Brother 


said that when brothers Rich and Samuel ~ 


would have food;:as he 
Lord to give, a false reve- 
while con- 


returned the 
never knew 

lation to his sachianit and, 
versing u e matter, - 


rer 
edge of the same 


that this company of. 


the brethren 


HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. ; 
camped on the south 
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H 

made their appearance with two silk — 

4 


When 


a each of them two, sending two | started upon their journey, and obaing 


the six brethren in camp, giving | food sufficient, so that none perished. 
them to understand that she 
‘ (Te be continued.) 


_ A FEELING of wonder has been expressed by many of the Saints, at the number 


of persons who have once been connected with this Church who are now not 
numbered with the people of God. Thousands of persons, many of them Elders, 
and some very prominent ones, who have borne repeated testimonies in days past 
concerning the great Work of God, are now entirely disconnected from that 
Work. It would seem to persons who are ignorant of the ways of the Lord, 
that, if a man or a woman once knew the trath and received a testimony from 
God respecting it, that they would never deny or forsake it.; and to such persons 
the departure of men and women, who have testified of the truth, from the 
Church, is incomprehensible upon any other principle than that they have found 
out the errors of the Work. The experience, however, of those who have been 
for a long time connected with this Church has proved to them that the fault has 
not been with the Work, but with those who having once known it. have after- 
wards denied it. In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, where men have known 
the truth for themselves and testified of it, and have afterwards denied it, their 
= is directly traceable to their violation of the following words of the 

** And, verily, I say unto you, as I have said before, he that looketh on a woman to 


_ lust after her, or if any shall commit adultery in their hearts, they shall not have the 


Spirit, but shall deny the taith and shall fear: wherefore I, the Lord, have said that the 
fearful, and the unbelieving, and all liars, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie, 


- the whoremonger, and the sorcerer, shall have their in that lake which burneth 


_ We confidently assert, and we believe that the assertion is capable of the 
fullest proof, that more persons have denied the faith in consequence of their 
flagrant disobedience to this revelation than from any other cause ; and yet, 


_ ‘notwithstanding the numerous warnings that have been given, and the many well- 


authenticated instances there are of apostavy fellowing such conduct, there are, 
to-day, individuals to be found who indulge as recklessly in these sins as thoug? 


handkerchiefs tied 
| er up full of bread and god Woaned, een, but she had but little 
_ the Indians by signs that they were | ‘food and asked a blessing upon it. The 
| ; upon this the squaw, with all | bread was very , being shortened 
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no warning had ever been uttered upon the'subject. It is the great and crying 
sin of this generation, and God’s anger and fierce indignation will be poured ous 
upon the inhabitants of the earth because of their wickedness in this direction, 
The most holy and godlike power that he could bestow upon them is abused and 
made the cause of the misery and degradation of the human family, instead of 
being used for their blessing and the glory of God. | 

This, doubtless, is one principal reason of Jesus saying that there will be few 
who will tread the strait and narrow path, and attain unto such a position as 


will entitle them to hold the gift eternally which God has bestowed upon men for~ 


this short period of existence. If men will abuse the gifts of God here and 
trample them under their feet, it is madness for them to expect that he will 
bestow such upon them to be in like manner abused throughout eternity. So 
common has the sin of adultery and whoredom (illicit connection between the 


sexes) become—so universally is it practiced, that the magnitude of the crime is 


almost lost sight of. People’s minds have become so familiarized with-its com- 
mission, that in many places and among many people it is looked upon as a very 
trifling matter. Virtue in man is sneered at by the great majority, and chastity 
in woman is a quality that men of the world assert has scarcely an existence. 
Instead of men, at the present day, being ashamed to acknowledge an absence of 
virtue, they are ashamed to acknowledge that in this respect they are pure; and 
he who would do so in certain circles would be likely to render himself an object 
of ridicule. This being the case with men, the condition of the opposite sex can 
well be imagined. 
It is this corrupt and debased condition of mankind which presents the most 
serious obstacle to the servant of God who is engaged in doing his Master’s will 
and in propagating the principles of righteousness. There is an absence of moral 
purity in the people. Nearly all have gone astray, and have corrupted them- 
selves to such an extent as to drive that portion of the Spirit of God from them 
with which every man and woman is endowed who comes into the world. Where 
people are pure and chaste in their thoughts and actions, the Spirit of God has 
such power with them that they readily perceive and comprehend the truth, It 
is by this means that the beat among the children of God are being gathered out 


ftom the various nations. Truth cleaves to. truth, light to light and purity to 


purity. The Gospel gathers within its influence those who love its principles; 
and if any should be gathered in who cannot abide its requirements, they pass 
off and mingle with the elements that are congenial to the spirit they possess. 


If the Elders and Saints desire to maintain their connection with the Church 
of God, we hear repeat, what has been repeated thousands of timés before, they 


must be pure in their thoughts, in their words and in their actions. It is utterly 
impossible for any man who loves or practices impurity to remain steadfast in 
thisChurch. If he looks upon a weman to lust after her, or carries into execution 


his lustful desires in any form, unless he speedily repents he will deny the faith. 


This is inevitable, as the word of God and the entire history of his people abun- 


dantly prove. If men and women will be pure before the Lord in all things, to _ 


the extent of their ability, their progress in the Church of God and in the know- 
ledge of God will be very rapid. Pure-minded people readily comprehend every 
Principle that is advanced. They have no difficulty in understanding the truth 
a Presented before them, nor in obeying its principles. Such persons never 
“postatize, God is bound by his promise to preserve them, and they can put 
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~ ‘Tt is time that these truths should be understood by the Elders and Saints in 
these lands. There is no sin so commonly practiced, at the present time, in this 
country, as this of which we are speaking; and the people of God should se 
their faces like flint against if;- for, unless they do so, where God and Christ are 
they never can come. | | | | 


? 


NEWS FROM HOME. 
We extract the following items from late numbers of the Deseret News :— 

MEETING oF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE State oF DeseREt.—Pursuant 
to adjournment, or in accordance with an act passed at the first session of the 
General Assembly, the Senators and Representatives convened in their respective 
halls in the State House, on Monday, the 19th ult., organized; met in joint 
session and received the Governor’s Message, which, as will be seen, was nota 
lengthy, but a very comprehensive document. After the dissolution of the session 
and the transaction of some little business by the respective branches of the 
Assembly, adjournment was had till Tuesday, when, after discussing several 
subjects deemed important, under existing circumstances, they adjourned sine die, 

Seventizs’ Hatt Lectures.—The lectures in the Seventies’ Hall have been 
continued through the winter with considerable success. On the 16th December, 
Mr. Edward W. Tullidge lectured on the Art of Composition, treating the subject 
‘with much ability. On the 19th, Mr. Luther S. Hemmenway delivered a lecture on 
the Proper Oulture of Fruit, giving much valuable information on the subject. 
Hon. W. Woodruff followed with a few instructive remarks on the same subject. 
On the 23rd, Professor Karl G. Maeser lectured on the Principles of the Forma- 
tion of Continents; the lecture was fraught with information of a geological 
character. The Intellectual Powers was the subject treated upon by Professor 
Ott on the evening of the 26th. The Hon. Amasa M. Lyman afterwards 
delivered a brilliant address upon the Development, Growth and Ultimate Per 
fection of Man. On the 6th January, Mr. N. V. Jones delivered an interesting 
and practical lecture on Mineralogy. And on the 9th, Hon. Orson Pratt, A.M, 
choose for his subject his favorite theme—Astronomy, on which occasion the hall 
‘was incapable of accommodating those desirous of hearing, hundreds having #0 
turn away disappointed because they could not gain admission. | 

THEATRE.—The theatre opened on tlie 24th December, and has afforded 4 
means of amusement and instruction to those who have visited it since. The 
selection of pieces and the manner in which they have been presented, have givel 
‘very general satisfaction. 

_ Proeress or Winter.—The new year was ushered in by a snow-storm, sin¢ 
which the weather has been considerably stormy, but not very cold, snow and 
rain, alternating with rough winds occasionally, and mud in profusion, when the 
thermometer has ranged long at a time above the freezing point. Vehicles 
constructed with runners have not been in demand thus far, and, from present 
appearances, will not be this winter. | | f ‘ 

Tue Howipay Fersrivitizs.—So far as our knowledge extends there was @ very 
general observance, by the citizens of Deseret, of Christmas and New Year's Days: 
‘and the joyousness of the people on those days was manifested in such  W2J 
_ nd manner as-they severally considered appropriate, and in accordance with 
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the time-honored customs of their fathers, in a quiet, peaceable, orderly manner, 
drunkenness and rowdyism being no part of the ceremonies. 

Tar Last Eveninc or THE Sesston.—Et had been resolved by both branches 
of the Territorial Legislature, as: we were informed by some ofthe members on 
the morning of Friday, the last day of the session, to dispose of all the business 
upon their respective tables at an early hour in the day, and be ready for the 
closing ceremonies before evening; @ resolution they were not able, with all their 
expertness in disposing of matters, ‘to carry out, and an evening session became in- 
eritable. Having a little leisure that evening, we thought it not improper to repair 
to the State House and witness the dissolution of one of the most remarkable and 
notable Legislative bodies which ever convened on this continent. * * * Our 
risit to the Legislative Halls on that evening will not soon be forgotten. We first 
went into the Council Chamber, which certainly did not present a very gorgeous 
appearance. The desks and chairs occupied by the Councilors were of the most 
plain, primitive order imaginable. * * There were only fivecandles burning, 
three of them on the secretaries’ table, to which the President had to repair 
whenever he read or signed a document. * * Notwithstanding the general 
gloom which prevailed, the members were doing their utmost to clear the table. 
The messenger was kept moving briskly, and the secretary and assistant-secretary 
were plying their pens with great celerity. After having surveyed the Hall, and 
witnessed the scene till near its close, we retired. As we left the chamber a 
view of the “stars and stripes”, seen by the glimmering light as they were 
fastened to the wall, served to strengthen our faith that they will survive the 
storm and proudly float after those who dishonor them shall have passed away. 
On retiring from the Council Chamber we went into the Representatives Hall, 
where there was more artificial light, as there were more candles burning, bat 
otherwise there was a great similarity in the general appearance of things as 
compared with what had been witnessed in the “ Upper House.” We had been 
seated but a few minutes before one of the members rose and inquired why the 
fireman was not more attentive to his duties. The reply was, that there was no 
fuel. Although there was considerable unfinished business on the table, as we 
inferred from the remarks of some of the members, a motion to immediately 
dissolve prevailed ; the journal was read, and at eleven minutes to eight, by our 
time, the chaplain was informed by the speaker that his services were then in 
order. The honorable members and all present rose to their feet, and an invo- 
cation of one minute's duration terminated the session. The Council dissolved 
‘few minutes after, leaving, as we subsequently learned, considerable unfinished 
business on their table. As they retired, not a murmur nor a complaint eseaped 
ftom the lips of any one. All seemed to be jovial, and from what was seen and 
heard we were unable to determine whether the parsimoniousness so unmistake- 
ably apparent was the fault of the Secretary of the Territory or the choice of 
those model Solons. From the commendatory resolutions that were passed, we 
‘te inclined to the belief, that the frugality which characterized the Twelfth 
Annual Session was mutual between the members and the Secretary; upon the 
Principle that the Federal Government had need of all the means which could be 
‘wved from appropriations, or be otherwise obtained, to carry on the war. = 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ENGLAND. 
PRESTON CONFERENCE. 
Preston, Feb. 20, 1863. 


President Oannon. 

- Dear Brother,—As the time draws 
near when I shall leave my present 
field of labor, and thinking that a few 
lines from me may not be uninteresting, 
I gladly improve the present opportu- 
nity of thus communicating to you. 

e held our Priesthood meeting on 
the 15th ult., in Accrington. Elder 
John M. Kay was present, and addres- 
sed the Saints in the morning upon the 
importance of being humble and obedi- 
ent to the commandments of God and 
to his servants, and upon the necessity 
of gathering that they may escape the 
judgments which God will pour out 
upon all the nations of the earth. He 
referred to the literal fulfilment of the 
prophecy of Joseph in relation to the 
war in America which is now desola- 
ting that country, and warned the 
Saints to flee from Babylon, that they 
receive not of her plagues, neither par- 
take of her sins. He exhorted them to 
be united with the Priesthood over 
them in aiding to bring in the reign of 

ace and righteousness. 
The Branch Presidents represented 
the Saints in good condition and alive 
to their all-important duties. A Finan- 
cial Report was read before the Saints, 
which was enanimously received, and 
Elder Kay expressed his satisfaction 


with the same. 


_ In the afternoon the Authorities of 
the Churoh were presented and unani- 


‘by the Saints. Elder 


John M. Kay then gave some good in- 
struction to the Saints, and bore a 


‘faithful testimony to the truth of the 


Gospel as revealed to the Prophet 

Joseph in these last days. All present 

seemed blessed and edified under his 
instructions. 

I have felt blessed in laboring among 
the Saints of the Preston Conference; 
and, notwithstanding the hard times 
oe have had to grapple with, I can 
truly say, that amidst. scenes of long 
depression and want they have very 


improved, especially within the | 


last few months. The Spirit of th 
has awakened them to mor 
lively hope in the things of God. The 
spirit of emigration has greatly in. 
creased, by the Saints putting in practice 
a living faith in our Father and God. 
Many, who but a few months ago saw 
no way of escape from thes 
lands, have had means put into their 
hands in a m eg 8 way, and the 
rospect is for a larger emigration 
from this than has 
gone from it for years past. The rays 
of light have burst through the dark 
clouds which have accumulated for 
twenty years, to guide them in their 
onward course to the home of the 
Saints. Our meetings are well- 
attended by Saints and strangers; 
many are investigating the principles 
of the Gospel; and, notwithstanding the 
many years of gathering grapes in this 
art of the vineyard, we have of late 
n enabled to gather a few clusters 
more to increase the fruits of our labors. 
The Priesthood, as a general thing, 
are united with me. Your last visit to 
Preston, together with the wise counsels 
and instructions in the Star, particu- 
larly the Editorials, have been, under 
the blessing of the Lord, a great means 
of bringing about the present condition 
of the Saints. to 
further on your time, I will cone ude 
with kind love, and praying God t 
bless you and those with you. Your 


ther, 
W. S. Snow. 


BEDFORDSHIRE CONFERENCE. 
Hemel Hempstead, Feb. 24, 1863. 


President Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—It is with feelings of 
pleasure that I devote a short time in 
addressing a few lines to inform yo 
how the work of the Lord is progress 
ing in the Bedfordshire Conference. 

Since my last communication 60 
I have been blessed with exce = 
health, which has enabled me to atten 
to the duties of my callin amongst the 
Saints with pleasure. I have ¥ 
the Branches that compose this Oom 


ference several times, and have ” 


a 
| 
| 


ored, in my humble way, to bless 
build them up in the 
faith of Christ. It is gratifying to me 
ty be able to report that everything is 
moving on in the right direction. I 
verily believe the majority of the Saints 
sre doing their best to love their 
religion and keep the commandments of 
the Lord. In this Conference, as well 
4s in many others, the Saints are poor 
as it regards the goods of this life, but 
Iam happy to say they are rich in the 
faith of the Gospel. Though sur- 
rounded by poverty and hard task- 
masters, with their attendant train of 
trying circumstances, they rejoice con- 
tinually and are doing all in their power 
to roll forth the cause of truth and 
assist in building up the kingdom of 
God'ontheearth. They are continually 
manifesting their faith by their works, 
and devote cheerfully a portion of their 
weekly earnings for the advancement of 
the cause of truth. Yet, there are a 
fewwho manifest a careless indifference, 
and have, to a certain extent, lost their 
first love; but we are striving to bring 
such again to the fold and to a realizing 


sense of their position. In this par- 
ticular, our labors have been attended 
with beneficial results. 


The work is progressing steail 
throughout the Conference 
attend the meetings and appear much 
interested in the principles advanced. 
We have met with no opposition. The 
seed which has been sown is now spring- 
ing up, and baptisms are of frequent 
Occurrence. Hider Crawley, who is 
laboring in the Sawtry District, informs 
me by letter that he has recently bap- 
tized eight persons, and several others 
areready. A few evenings since’I had 
the pleasure of baptizing three: Elder 
aie and myself attended to the con- 
— and left them rejoicing in the 


Many are looking forward with eager 
anxiety for the to 
Mr that they may gather to the bosom 
m wre Church, That they may do so,” 
notlung is being left untried on their 
fart which will help them to accomplish 
80-much-desired object. Several, 
Who have struggled wi poverty for 
privilege of emi- 

with 


years, will have the 
means, havi own 
Out of their be economy saved 


themselves 
y pittances, 


years of struggling, suffietemt to accom- _ 
lish the much-desired object. Such, I 


iscover, have been faithful in 
their best creditor, the Lord, frst, 
instead of leaving him to the last; thas 
carrying out the advice ef a wise man 
of old,—“ There is that which scattereth, 
but yet increageth.” Others might 
now enjoy the same blessings if they 
had listened to the wise counsels of the 
Priesthood in days gone by, but through 
rejecting the teachings given them from 
time to time they will be compelled to 
remain in Babylon for a season, 
On the 12th of January I had the 
gay of meeting, at Bedford, Elder 
. B. Shipp, whom you had appointed 
to labor in this Conference : he was en- 


joying good health and feeling first-rate 


in the ier Since his arrival we 
have travelled nee most of the time. 
I have taken pleasure in introducin 

him to the Saints, and we have spent 
many happy seasons together. He is 
well satished with his field of labor. 
He has taken hold in earnest and 
is desirous of doing Elder David 
Gibson arrived on the evening of the 
22nd ult., from Glasgow, in good health. 
He is a young man full of zeal and 
desirous of doing all he can to promote 
the cause of truth. Up to the present 
time he has been laboring in the Hemel 
Hempstead District, where he has 
already gained for himself many warm 
friends. Elder Thomas Orawley is 
laboring in the Sawtry District and is 
doing a good work. He is faithful to 
his calling, and is on hand to do anything 
to promote the cause of our Redeemer. 
The Travelling and Local Ministry are 
united with me. 
to live our religion and faithfully work 
while the day oor realizing that the 
night cometh when no man can work, 
May the Lord grant us his Holy Spirit 
to enable us to perform every righteous 
desire of our is my constant: 


prayer. | | | 

The Star and Journal come to hand 
very regularly, and mect with a hearty 
welcome from those who take them. 


The late Editorials which have appeared 
in the Star, have caused the Saints to | 


reflect deeply on their condition and the 
fature before them. They realize that 
the time has arrived when they must 


keep their lamps trimmed and burning, — 
on wil y be found 


paying 
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time to-day, I 


They show 
their of those warn- 
i striving to practi carry 
every of their lives. 

_ In a financial point of view, the Con- 
ference is in a healthy condition. I am 
not aware that we are in debt one penny, 
and the Saints are desirous of observing 
the truthful motto—‘ Pay as you go.” 

May the blessings of the Lord con- 
tinually attend you and those associated 
with you, and enable you to perform the 
duties devolving upon you, 
is the prayer of your co-worker in the 
cause of truth. 

Butt. 


‘SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Aalborg, Feb. 16, 1863. 
President Geo. Q. Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—Having a little leisure 

take great pleasure in 

writing a few lines to you, trusting you 

will feel interested in hearing of the 

progress of the cause of truth in this 
of the vineyard. 

The Aalborg Conference has impro- 
ved very much since you were here 
Jast fall. It is now ina flourishing 
condition. The hall, here in the city, 
has been enlarged and greatly impro- 
ved, so that it is now a commodious 
and very respectable place for holding 
meetings in. We held a Conference 
here yesterday, much the largest I have 
ever attended in this place. More 
than six hundred people were present, 
of whom over one hundred were strang- 
ers, who listened with great attention 
and interest to the principles advanced 
by the Elders who spoke. The reports 
given in by the Travelling Elders show 

e Conference to be in a better con- 
dition now than at any time previous. 
Tam sure that all who were present on 
the occasion will long remember the 
— times and teachings enjoyed at 

is Oonference. There were four 
Elders from Zion, and a number of 
Travelling Elders from this and the Ven- 
syssel Conference, present. 

While on my tour through the Con- 
ference last fall, I impressed upon the 
Elders the necessity of leaving, as far 
as practicable, their “old stam ing 

unds,” and branching out into those 
istricts where but little, if any preach- 
ing has been done, and I find that very 


good results have attended this poliey, 
as there are now a namber of ney 
fields opened up, which promise » 
abundant harvest. By this means no 
only a great many who have. neve 
heard the Gospel will now have that 
opportunity, but hundreds who ar 
more or less acquainted with, and have 
faith in it, and have enjoyed the 
society and teachings of the Elders for 
many years, ie have not embraced 
the truth, will be left to their ow 
resources for a little season, and thus 
have an opportunity to decide whether 
8 are for or against this kingdom. 
goodly number have been bap. 
tized during the winter, but, as our 
richest harvest-time is during the 
spring season, we hope to enlarge the 
list considerably before the departure 
of the coming emigration. Pros 
are good and promising that such will 
be the case, there being u great many 


who have been carefully investigating 


the Gospel for some time, and have 
come to the conclusion that if the 
“truth of Christ does exist on the 
earth, it must be this Gospel that we 
preach.” 

There has been, of late, a number of 
apostate letters from persons in Omaha 
and Florence, which have found an ex- 
tensive circulation in the journals and 
papers here in Denmark, and have 
eaused considerable excitement and 
some persecution in certain places. We 
do not, however, anticipate that any 
thing serious will grow out of it; but, 
on the contrary, I wig. it will result in 
good, which I fully believe will be the 
case, and former experience has seldom 
failed to prove it so. It would reall 
seem that the opposers of the trut 
ought to begin to see and realize this 
fact, but the history of the past abun- 
dantly proves that they will only learn 
by “sad experience.” The American 
nation isa striking example. Had they 
listened to the warning voice of the 
servants of the Lord, and apprecl 
their true position, they might have 
escaped from the terrible calamity and 
destruction that are so effectually de- 
stroying that once happy and hig 


rosperous people. 
been unusually mild and pleasant thus 


far; in fact, I might say we have “s 


no.winter. There hag been no ice 2 
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made it very favorable for the local, the-privilege 6f retarning home to Zion 
Eiders in prosecuting their labors and | in the ng; still, had my labors been 
travels from house to house through | requi here longer, I would have 
the country districts, which have often | been perfeetly willing and contented to 
been prevented, in former winters, by | remain as long as the servants of the 
deep snow. Lord, who ae placed over me, deemed 
In summing it all up, I can truly say | it necessary. I desire only to work for 
that the Lord is continually “blessing | the building up of the kingdom of God 
the humble endeavors of his servants | on the earth; and when E return home, 
ty do good. The Saints are owing | I hope to continue laboring for the 
in faith and increasing in good works, | good of this kingdom. | 
and desire to do all in their power to} Elders A. Christensen, A. W. Win- 
spread the truth among the people. | berg and H: Hansen, jom me in love; 
The Saints who intend emigrating in | and praying the Lord to bless you in 
the spring are very busy preparing for | the discharge of your many and arduous 
the journey, and the prospects are that | duties, I remain your brother in the 
quite a number will emigrate ha Gospel of Christ, | 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
| 


ENeLaAND.—On the 27th ult. a most animated discussion occured in Parliament 
on the state of Poland, in which speakers of all parties were unanimous in their 
denunciation of the tyranny of Russia and the infamous proceedings of the 
Prussian Government. | 

FraNcE.—Various rumours are current at Paris relative to autograph letters 
having passed between the Czar and the Emperor Napoleon. Doubtless, if such 
be the case, the condition of Poland is the subject treated on. What position 
France may take on a question daily assuming more importance and threateni 
to be the forerunner of a European war, it is at present impossible to say; still, 
considerable agitation exists in Paris regarding it. : | 


mow for over two months, which hag)” I feel-thankful, brother Cannon, for . 


Prussia,—After a long. debate in the Prussian Chamber of Deputies, the — 


motion, recommending neutrality in™the Polish question, and that both Russian 

soldiers and Polish insurgents should be disarmed upon entering Prussian ter- 

nitory, was adopted by a majority of 246 to 57 votes. | : 
PoLanp.—The insurrection continues to spread, and engagements are of almost 


daily occurrence with varying success. A late despatch from Cracow states that 
the Russians have been beaten near Malagaszec, which is now in ruins. ~ The 


contest lasted six hours. ae 

Augrica.—The news from America is rather meagre. The Federals are still 
tapidly carrying out their designs against Vicksburg, and are working at the 
cutting of a canal, night and day, to turn the current of the Mississippi, so that 


attack it from another point. The Confederates are strengthening their 


at Fort Hudson, and are daily receiving reinforcements. 


— 


VARIETIES, 


“Mr. Lecount,” wrote a -to his master, to whom he was sending a pair of : 
nbbit, “T have the honor ts send. a of ——” ‘Tell me,” said hetoacom= — 


replied “how many b’s there are in rabbits?” “That upon circumstances, 
pares “how many rabbits are you sending ?” ‘itwo.” * Then four 
assistance 0 foreach one.” The gamekeeper conti 

“a pair of rabbbbits!” | 
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last fall. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


They show 
their appreciation of timely warn- 
ings by to carry 
them out every day of their lives. 
In a financial point of view, the Con- 
ference is in a healthy condition. I am 
not aware that we are in debt one penny, 
and the Saints are desirous of observing 
the truthful motto—‘ Pay as you go.” 

_ May the blessings of the Lord con- 
tinually attend you and those associated 
with you, and enable you to perform the 
responsible duties devolving upon you, 
is the prayer of your co-worker in the 
cause of truth. | 
. Butt. 


SCANDINAVIAN MISSION. 
Aalborg, Feb. 16, 1863. 
President Geo. Q. Cannon. 


Dear Brother,—Having a little leisure 


time to-day, I take great pleasure in 

writing a few lines to you, trusting you 

will feel interested in hearin of the 

progress of the cause of truth in this 
t of the vineyard. 

The Aalborg Conference has impro- 
ved very much since you were here 
It is now ina flourishing 
condition. The hall, here in the city, 
has been enlarged and greatly impro- 
ved, so that it is now a commodious 
and very respectable place for holding 
meetings in. We held a Conference 
here yesterday, much the largest I have 
ever attended in this place. More 
than six hundred people were present, 
of whom over one hundred were strang- 
ers, who listened with great attention 
and interest to the principles advanced 
by the Elders who spoke. The reports 
given in by the Travelling Elders show 

e Conference to be in a better con- 


- dition now than at any time previous. 


I am sure that all who were present on 
the occasion will long remember the 
oa times and teachings enjoyed at 

is Oonference. There were four 
Elders from Zion, and a number of 
Travelling Elders from this and the Ven- 
syssel Conference, present. 

While on my tour through the Con- 
ference last fall, I impressed upon the 
Elders the necessity of leaving, as far 
as practicable, their “old stamping 

unds,” and branching out into those 
tricts where but little, if any preach- 


ing has been done, and I find that very 


good results have attended this policy, 
as there are now a number of ney 
fields opened up, which promise. 4g 
abundant harvest. By this means no 
only a great many who have nove 
heard the Gospel will now have that 
opportunity, but hundreds who ar 
more or less acquainted with, and have 
faith in it, and have enjoyed the 
society and teachings of the Blders for 
many years, yet have not embraced 
the truth, will be left to their ow 
resources for a little season, and thus 
have an opportunity to decide whether 
~“ are for or against this kingdom. 
goodly number have been bap- 


| tized during the winter, but, as our 


richest harvest-time is during the 
spring season, we hope to enlarge the 
list considerably before the departure 
of the coming emigration. Prospects 
are good and promising that such will 
be the case, there being wu great many 


who have been carefully investigating 


the Gospel for some time, and have 
come to the conclusion that if the 
“truth of Christ does exist on the 
earth, it must be this Gospel that we 
preach,” 

There has been, of late, a number of 
apostate letters from persons in Omaha 
and Florence, which have found an ex- 
tensive circulation in the journals and 
papers here in. Denmark, and have 
eaused considerable excitement and 
some persecution in certain places. We 
do not, however, anticipate that any 
thing serious will grow out of it; but, 
on the contrary, I my, <4 it will result in 
good, which I fully believe will be the 
case, and former experience has seldom 
failed to prove it so. It would poe 
seem that the opposers of the trut 
ought to begin to see and realize this 
fact, but the history of the past abun- 
dantly proves that they will only learn 
by experience.” The American 
nation isa striking example. Had they 
listened to the warning voice of the 
servants of the Lord, and appreciated 
their true position, they might wit 
escaped from the terrible calamity 40 
destruction that are so effectually a 
stroying that happy and highly 

osperous people. 
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ny SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
“ ExeLanp.—On the 27th ult. a most animated discussion occured in Parliament 
the Mg oo the state of Poland, in which speakers of all parties were unanimous in their 


denunciation of the tyranny of Russia and the infamous proceedings of the 
Prussian Government. 

Franck.—Various rumours are current at Paris relative to autograph letters 
having passed between the Ozar and the Emperor Napoleon. Doubtless, if such 
be the case, the condition of Poland is the subject treated on. What position 
nd Ma ‘tance may take on a question daily assuming more importance and threateni 
ve Mama © be the forerunner of a European war, it is at present impossible to say; still, 
nd Usiderable agitation exists in Paris regarding it. 
We Prussian—After a long debate in the Prussian Chamber of Deputies, the © 
ny motion, recommending neutrality in” the Polish question, and that both Russian — 
ut, Ma “ldiers and Polish insurgents should be disarmed upon entering Prussian ter- : 
in Ma “ory, was adopted by a majority of 246 to 57 votes. : 
he PoLanp.—The insurrection continues to spread, and engagements are of almost 
“lly occurrence with varying success. A late despatch from Cracow states that 
i} the Russians have been beaten near Malagaszec, which is now in ruins. * The 
contest lasted six hours. | 
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